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UNIT DESCRIPTION 
 
 

HS 214 is a 15-week unit that provides instruction and practice in strengthening 
critical and creative thinking, knowledge, and inquiry about themes, concepts, 
and knowledge across the liberal arts. Students will gain confidence, skills, and 
habits of mind to strengthen information and quantitive literacy, deepen cultural 
awareness, and broaden as well as deepen notions of research through creative 
and intellectual curiosities. Course themes vary. Teaching and learning methods 
include direction instruction, seminar, peer response, workshops, and 
conferences.  
 
Katherine Greenland Trelstad will lead an exploration in globalization and 
corporate personhood. In the first five weeks we will explore temporality through a 
variety of current political, economic, cultural, and social issues that are 
transforming our world. In the second five weeks we will investigate connectivity 
through the lens of globalization and its consequences, examining how countries 
are increasingly interconnected by flows of information, money, and people. In 
the third five weeks we will uncover the site-based and contextual nuances of 
global citizenship in the 21st century. Using literature, art, music, history, film and 
popular culture, we will uncover the ways that globalization impacts and is 
impacted by artists, innovators and citizens.  

REFERENCE MATERIAL All reference materials and readings are posted on Canvas as PDFs . 

TEACHING AND 
LEARNING METHODS 

 

Lecture  
Seminar 
Writing 
Directed Project 
Peer Evaluation 

mailto:ktrelstad@cornish.edu


 
LEARNING 

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
Materials such as the unit syllabus, handouts, assignments etc. can be found on 
Canvas. You are responsible for regularly checking Canvas for unit updates, 
assignment deadlines, etc. 

UNIT LEARNING OUTCOMES / OBJECTIVES / REQUIREMENTS 

ANNUAL 
LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 

Degree Outcomes 

UNIT  

OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of the  

unit are designed to: 

STUDENT LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 

On completion of the unit, you will 
be able to: 

ASSESSMENT 
REQUIREMENTS 

What you have to 
do: 

 

Question 

representation and 

cultural contexts 

(social, historical, 

political, theoretical) 

through directed 

work. 

Foster a nuanced 

understanding of the 

role of the designer as a 

global citizen in the 21st 

century. 

 

 

 

Use facts and ideas to form 

researched opinions about critical 

political and economic 

movements of the 20th century. 

Read weekly 

articles by a variety 

of authors 

Complete a Group 

Project 

Attend Lectures and 

Workshops 

Participate in 

Seminars 

Give Peer Feedback 

Present Project 

 

 

 

Analyze 

communication 

strategies and 

content. 

Increase proficiency in 

group work and 

research writing. 

Apply critical ideas of 

globalization, including corporate 

personhood, materials sourcing, 

labor practices and advertising, to 

a directed project. 

Synthesize the ways in which 

countries are increasingly 

interconnected by flows of 

information, money, and people. 

 

 

GRADING BREAKDOWN 

● Reading/Writing/Seminar Preparation 40%: Broken down into 4 separate assignments worth 30 points 

each, for a total of 120 points 

● DIrected Project 40%: Broken down into 2 separate assignments worth 60 points each, for a total of 120 

points 

● Attendance and Participation 20%: Broken down into separate sections of Attendance as 15 points and 

Participation as 45 points 



 

 
 
 
POLICIES AND RESOURCES 
 

GRADING 
EQUIVALENCES 

In adherence with College policy Cornish faculty confer letter grades (A—F) for 
each student in each unit at the end of every semester. Your faculty will assess your 
submitted work, and determine whether the unit learning outcomes have been met using 
the stated assessment criteria on your unit syllabus. Once recorded in the Registrar’s 
office, a grade can only be changed if a faculty notifies the Registrar that an error has 
occurred 
 
 

 GRADE DESCRIPTOR PERCENTAGE GPA 
 

 A 
 

Work of outstanding quality 94 – 100% 4.0 

 A- 
 

 90 – 93% 3.7 

 B+ 
 

 87 – 89% 3.3 

 B 
 

Work of adept/good quality 84 – 86% 3.0 

 B- 
 

 80 – 83% 2.7 

 C+ 
 

 77 – 79% 2.3 

 C 
 

Work of satisfactory quality 74 – 76% 2.0 

  
Quality Threshold for Progression: Students are required to maintain a 2.0 minimum 
career grade point average during the course of their studies. 
 

 C- 
 

 70 – 73% 1.7 

 D+ 
 

 67 – 69% 1.3 

 D 
 

Work of poor, but passing quality 64 – 66% 1.0 

 D- 
 

Work of minimum passing quality 60 – 63% 0.7 

 F Failure to meet the minimum 
standards for passing the unit. 

59% and below 0.0 

 

ATTENDANCE, 
PUNCTUALITY & 

SUBMISSION 
GUIDELINES 

 

Your attendance and punctuality at all taught sessions is required. If you are absent for 
any reason you should notify your Instructor(s) AND the Visual Arts Program 
Administrator by email. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of all taught sessions, 
and students are required to have attended no less than 80% of the course in order to 
receive a passing grade for that course. Exceptions will be considered on production of 
appropriate documentation.  
 

 



Consistent tardiness is not viewed favorably. If you are more than 10 minutes late you will 
be marked absent. Please note that being consistently late 3 times within a fifteen-week 
class has the capacity to drop you below your required 80% attendance.  
 
All hand-ins must be submitted by published date.  
 

ACADEMIC 
ETIQUETTE 

• Arrive on time. 
• No headphone use during taught instruction.  
• No email, text messaging or surfing the web during taught instruction.  
• Cell phones use is disruptive to the learning environment. They should be set on silent. 

The exception is when they are being actively used as a creative tool.  
• Participation should be professional and respectful of others. 
• Student/faculty electronic communication should go through Canvas or a Cornish e-mail.  
 

ACADEMIC 
HONESTY 

The College demands a high level of artistic integrity and academic honesty on the 
part of students. No form of academic dishonesty (for example, cheating and 
plagiarism) will be tolerated. If an instructor demonstrates to the Program Chair 
that a student is guilty of academic dishonesty, the student will be assigned a 
failing grade for the entire course. 

All cases of academic dishonesty are reviewed by the Academic Standards 
Committee. Disciplinary action may be determined by the Academic Standards 
Committee depending on the circumstances of the particular case. Further 
disciplinary actions may include warning, probation, suspension, and expulsion. 
Read the Cornish Student Handbook. 

 

LEARNING 
SUPPORT 
SERVICES 

Student Life is dedicated to enhancing and complementing students’ educational 
experience through programs, services and opportunities that aid in their personal 
development. Student Life is committed to community building, co-curricular 
learning, and student support. If you are a student with a documented disability 
and you need accommodations, please make an appointment with the staff in the 
Disability Resource Center, located in Cornish Commons: 206-726-5098. 
 
The mission of Counseling Services at Cornish College of the Arts is to assist 
students with their academic and artistic pursuits by providing supportive 
counseling, referrals and outreach programs that promote students' mental health 
and emotional wellbeing. If they are not available, please leave a message on 
their voicemail and they will return your call as soon as possible. The Counseling 
Offices are located in rooms 114 and 115 in the Cornish Commons. To schedule 
an appointment, call a Counselor at 206-726-5027 or 206-726-5047. 
  
The Disability Resource Center confidentially  serves students with a wide array 
of learning challenges and disabilities. If you are a student who has a disability or 
learning challenge for which you have documentation or have seen someone for 
treatment or if you feel you may need accommodations in order to be successful in 
college, please contact us as soon as possible. The DRC office is located in Room 
116 of the Cornish Commons or you can call 206-726-5098. You can also email 
the director at dazadi@cornish.edu. If you are a person who requires assistance in 
case of an emergency situation, such as a fire, earthquake, etc., please meet with 
your individual instructors to develop a safety plan within the first week of the 
semester. Please visit our website for application information into our program and 
other helpful links at:  
http://www.cornish.edu/student_life/student_support/disability_support/ 

 

http://www.cornish.edu/downloads/student_life/Cornish_Student_Handbook.pdf
http://www.cornish.edu/student_life/
http://www.cornish.edu/student_life/student_support/disability_support/
http://www.cornish.edu/student_life/student_support/disability_support/
http://www.cornish.edu/student_life/student_support/counseling_services/
http://www.cornish.edu/student_life/student_support/disability_support/
mailto:dazadi@cornish.edu
http://www.cornish.edu/student_life/student_support/disability_support/
http://www.cornish.edu/student_life/student_support/disability_support/
http://www.cornish.edu/student_life/student_support/disability_support/


 
The mission of the Library is to support and enhance the college curriculum, to 
play an integral role in academic life at Cornish College of the Arts and to do so in 
a manner that promotes information literacy and encourages lifelong learning. In 
addition to books, periodicals, and media available on site, the library website has 
online resources that may be accessed from home with your last name and 
Cornish ID number. Databases include many full-text resources and digital 
images. If you need assistance finding information, Librarians are available at the 
reference desk during business hours. The library is located on the 2nd floor of the 
Main Campus Center in Room 205. Also, feel free to call 206-726-5145, or e-mail 
the library libraryref@cornish.edu. To learn about these services and more, visit 
the Cornish Library homepage: http://www.cornish.edu/academics/library/. 
  
The Writing Center, located in MCC 212 (next to the library), provides Cornish 
students with free and personalized writing support. Writers can visit for a 
conference on essays for courses, resumes and cover letters, artist statements, or 
anything else that includes writing. Writing Center Peer Consultants can help 
during any and all stages of your writing process, from brainstorming to editing. 
Drop by to learn more about what’s happening in the Writing Center or to use our 
computers and printer. 
 
In addition to drop-in hours Mon-Fri, the Writing Center accepts submission of 
writing ONLINE 24 hours a day. Writers who use the online service can expect a 
video response from a consultant containing suggestions addressing the writer’s 
concerns. Like the Cornish Writing Center on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/CornishWritingCenter or visit 
http://www.cornish.edu/writing_center for hours, contact information, or to submit 
your writing for feedback. 
  
General Safety: Inform yourself of safety procedures for this room, including 
emergency evacuation routes and the location of the closest first aid kits and fire 
extinguishers. Consult the Health & Safety Procedures booklet posted near doors 
and eyewash stations. Detailed information is also provided in the College student 
handbook. Security is located on the 3RD floor of the Main Campus Center and 
can be reached at 206-726-5038. 
  
In the event of inclement weather, power outages, delayed openings, early 
closures or any other event that represents a danger to the community, Cornish 
will activate several notification systems. More information can be found at: 
www.cornish.edu/campus/emergency_notification/. You are strongly encouraged 
to sign up for text messaging on your mobile devices.  
 
 

 
 

http://www.cornish.edu/student_life/student_support/disability_support/
http://www.cornish.edu/library/
mailto:libraryref@cornish.edu
http://www.cornish.edu/academics/library/
http://www.cornish.edu/writing_center/
https://www.facebook.com/CornishWritingCenter
http://www.cornish.edu/academics/writing_center/
http://www.cornish.edu/writing_center/
http://www.cornish.edu/campus/safety/
http://www.cornish.edu/campus/%0Bemergency_notification/

